intervening between Jodhpore?the capital of Marwar?on the east and the valley of the Indus on the "west?a country characterised by vast stretches of deep sand, which in some parts has, during the lapse of ages, accumulated into large hills, often several miles long, a few hundred feet in elevation, and perhaps half a mile or more in breadth. The surface is sparsely covered with stunted baiibul trees, the acacia or locust tree, and with a smaller number of bushes of the common prickly cactus ; also, during the monsoon season, by a coarse species of grass. The country is but thinly inhabited, although containing a larger population than is generally supposed. The villages are few and far between, their site having been determined by the discovery of sweet water. As a general rule, the water throughout this part of the country is brackish?often not even fit for irrigation purposes; and when sweet wiiter is found, it is frequently only obtainable at a depth of 300 or even 500 feet from the surface. The geological characteristics are principally sand, overlaying a thick substratum of hard sandstone; but quartz and schistous slate, gneiss, syenite, and trap, also appear at distant inter- making a noise deserves mention, as perhaps not generally known. This is a common large earthen ghurrah, over the mouth of which a piece of raw hide has been tied, having had previously a striped peacock's tail feather fastened through a hole in the centre of the skin, the quill end being about two inches within the gliurrah. Then the midrib of the feather is rubbed with the fingers, or drawn through the hand ; the effect being a loud kind of groan, which heard during the night, when it is often nsed for the purpose of scaring wild beasts, has a sufficiently startling and hideous character. The locusts thus frightened may perhaps pass away, but probably only to attack some other village, on the cultivated lands of which they alight to commence their devastations. Then, in many parts of the country, if not utterly hopeless by reason of numbers, the people set to work, destroying the locusts by burial in the earth; trenches are dug, and the insects swept or shovelled into the hollow. In this way small plots of corn may often be saved. The locusts having settled a short distance off, will even precipitate themselves into the trench, in their onward route,'in quest of the tempting verdure in front. In some places, however, the people will not destroy the locusts from superstitious feelings. This feeling prevails more esp?cially in that part of the country in which locusts are more rarely seen. In Serohee, during the famine year, the villagers, had they been willing might have destroyed enormous numbers by sweeping them into trenches; but although this was explained to them by the Political Agent, and " although they promised to follow the advice, they never did so, and seemed to have a superstitious dread of -killing the insects." This is chiefly among the Hindoo population, the Mahomedan having no such scruples.
(To be continued.)
